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Rosy Ho, who is among the SSO Ladies’ League of volunteers, has raised more than
$1.26 million for the orchestra with her husband over the last 16 years
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SS0's recording studio in Victoria Concert Hall is named after Rosy Ho.

group of women has played a pivotal role in

keeping the show going at the Singapore
Symphony Orchestra (SSO). Set up in 1984,
the SSO Ladies’ League started with a small
group of volunteers who raised funds for the
installation of the pipe organ at Victoria Concert
Hall. Since then, it has raised more than
$18 million for the orchestra. The money helps

to fund SSO’s concerts and overseas tours, pay
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for musical instruments and so on.

The Ladies’ League comprises a dozen or
so volunteers from various fields. Among them
is Rosy Ho, who joined in 2001 and is the
longest-serving member. She and her
businessman husband Christopher have
donated more than $1.26 million to the SSO
over the years and are recipients of the SSO

Benefactor Award. The award is given to those
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who have given a cumulative sum of $1 million
or more. In 2015, the couple also made a
generous donation for a recording studio to
be built for SSO in Victoria Concert Hall. In
recognition of the couple's contribution, the
fully equipped digital facility, called Rose Studio,
was named after Ho.

Ho, who moved here from Hong Kong

with her husband in 1994, is now a Singapore



citizen. She likes calligraphy and takes lessons
in classical singing. But she recalls with a laugh
that she used to know nothing about classical
music. Still, she joined the SSO Ladies’ League
at a friend’s recommendation as she believed it
championed a worthy cause.

“Many people donate to organisations such
as hospitals and schools, and don't view cultural
activities as a priority,” she says. “The younger
generation today also prefers pop music, so
there is a need to steer them towards classical
music and raise awareness of the genre.” To
achieve this, the Singapore Symphony Group,
SS0’s managing company, is grooming young
talent through other groups that it manages,
including the Singapore Symphony Children’s
Choir. “This is very meaningful work,” Ho adds.

She and her husband have been named
Principal Champion of the Singapore Symphony
Children’s Choir. Last year, they pledged to
donate $300,000 to the choir within three
years and have given another $25,000 for
the group to record a CD to mark its 10th
anniversary.

Ho's ardent support of the children is
evident. A staff member of the SSO recounts
how encouraging she was towards a young
singer once. Tasked with presenting flowers
to Ho on stage, the child was a bundle of
nerves. To ease her anxiety, Ho reassured her
constantly backstage and later praised her
for a job well done. “These children have the
opportunity to train, perform and see the world.
They are the future,” she says.

Besides signing cheques, Ho also ensures
that the Benefit Dinner, organised by the
Ladies League every April, is a success. She
often books the priciest table and fills it with
her friends, and urges other pals to buy tables.
Two years ago, she co-chaired the event with
another Ladies League member, Paige Parker,
and threw the Red & White Ball. As Singapore
was marking its 50th birthday that year with
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Rosy Ho co-chaired the Red & White Ball at the SSO Benefit
Dinner in 2015. (Photo: SSO)

a slew of official events, they were unable to
secure a VIP as guest of honour. Still, all 35
tables were snapped up and they managed to
raise close to $1 million.

Among its various fundraising activities,
the SSO Ladies’ League has found the
Benefit Dinner to be the most effective.
Besides drawing the cream of society, the
event is also a good platform to promote
classical music. The amount raised from the
annual gala has jumped from $700,000 10
years ago to an average of $1 million today, or
5 per cent of the SSO's annual expenses. Such
generous donations help to keep concert ticket
prices stable.

This year's Benefit Dinner, themed
Cafe Society, presented a blend of classical
compositions and familiar hits, such as the
theme song of the musical Cats. Through their
myriad connections, the Ladies’ League pulled
off another successful edition. One member,
Kwan Lui, who owns At-Sunrice GlobalChef
Academy, helped to draw up the menu and
invite the guest chef for the night.

Other members from overseas showed
up with their expatriate friends from countries
such as ltaly and the United States. Then there
were local lawyers, doctors, entrepreneurs
and hoteliers who all tapped their powerful
networks for a common cause. “Singapore is
a beautiful city as it is,” says Ho. “But with its
own symphony orchestra, with culture, it is even
more beautiful.”
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