SINGAPORE
SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA | @

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Four Distinguished Pianists To Headline 29" Edition Of The
Singapore International Piano Festival
Asia’s premier piano festival will feature renowned pianists Nelson Goerner, Tengku Irfan,
Jonathan Biss and Pierre-Laurent Aimard performing works by Beethoven, Chopin, Koh Cheng Jin
and Ligeti amongst others

ASIA'S PREMIER PIANO FESTIVAL

2y

RNATIONAL

Singapore, 23 March 2023 - Pianophiles have much to look forward to this June as the 29th edition
of the Singapore International Piano Festival (SIPF), led by Artistic Director and Singaporean
pianist Lim Yan, makes a return from 3 to 11 June to online platform SSOLOUNGE and the Victoria
Concert Hall. First established in 1994 by the Singapore Symphony Orchestra, the festival has
grown in prominence over the years, and has become a highlight of the international music
calendar.

This year, the SIPF is supported by its Official Hotel, Conrad Centennial Singapore. As with past
editions, the festival will feature performances by four acclaimed pianists: Argentinian Nelson
Goerner, touted as one of the world’s foremost classical pianists; award-winning pianist, composer
and conductor, Malaysian-born Tengku Irfan; American pianist Jonathan Biss known for his
impeccable and eloquent playing, and esteemed French master pianist Pierre-Laurent Aimard.

Live Concerts and Masterclasses by International Guests

On 8 June, Nelson Goerner will have the honour of opening this year’s festival with Singapore
International Piano Festival: Nelson Goerner in Recital. As a leading pianist-ambassador of Polish
musical culture, his close association with Chopin will be on show at this recital of the four ground-
breaking Ballades. The evening is set to end off on a high note with Goerner’s rendition of Liszt’s
powerful B minor Sonata.
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On 9 June, Singapore International Piano Festival: Tengku Irfan in Recital will mark the pianist-
composer-conductor’s debut at the festival where he will present a programme that is both
compelling and fascinating. In addition to Beethoven’s lesser known Sonata No. 22 and
masterworks by Fauré and Schumann, audiences will get to witness the piano virtuoso’s take on a
piece by Singaporean composer Koh Cheng Jin.

Fans who are keen to learn and hear more from Tengku Irfan who has performed extensively with
orchestras worldwide under esteemed conductors like Claus Peter Flor, Robert Spano and more,
should definitely purchase a ticket for Singapore International Piano Festival: Masterclass by
Tengku Irfan on 10 June.

On the same day, Singapore International Piano Festival: Talk by Pierre-Laurent Aimard presents
the French master pianist as he shares about his Sunday recital and Hungarian-Austrian composer
Gyorgy Ligeti, who considered Aimard the best interpreter of his music. With 2023 being Ligeti’s
birth centenary, Aimard will take the opportunity to pay tribute to the legendary composer with a
Ligeti-focused programme.

Round up an insightful and inspiring day with Singapore International Piano Festival: Jonathan
Biss in Recital, where the American pianist will perform a programme that is as intriguing as the
tales and circumstance behind each piece. From Schubert’s posthumously published D.935
Impromptus to the fragmentary diary musings of Kurtag, evocatively framed by Mozart’s Rondo in
A minor and Beethoven’s penultimate Sonata, audiences are bound to be captivated from start to
end.

On 9 June, Singapore International Piano Festival: Masterclass by Jonathan Biss will give guests
and participants another inspiring facet of the multi-award winning pianist. Apart from his recitals
and performances with orchestras around the world, Biss is also the Co-Artistic Director alongside
Mitsuko Uchida at the Marlboro Music Festival and an accomplished writer and educator.

Wrapping up the festival on 11 June, Singapore International Piano Festival: Pierre-Laurent Aimard
in Recital will see the French pianist perform six of Hungarian-Austrian composer Gyorgy Ligeti’s
Etudes, considered one of the most significant sets of piano studies of the 20th century. As a
champion and favourite interpreter of Ligeti himself, Aimard’s performances of the late
composer’s music is an occasion not to be missed, and doubly so with the magical and
revolutionary examples by Debussy and Chopin.

Online Festival on SSOLOUNGE

Following the successful launch of the online recitals on SSOLOUNGE last year, this year’s SIPF will
feature two online performances by pianists Shaun Choo and Leon McCawley recorded live during
the 2022 edition of SIPF.

The online recital will kick off on 3 June with Singapore International Piano Festival: Leon
McCawley in Recital, featuring the British pianist performing works by Haydn, Mozart and
Schubert. Be sure to catch another incredible performance by Berlin-based Singaporean pianist
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Shaun Choo in Singapore International Piano Festival: Shaun Choo in Recital, on 4 June as he
brings you the likes of Beethoven, Chopin and Schubert, before concluding with his own piece
Tango.

Patrons who wish to catch both online recitals as well as the online recitals from the past edition
of the festival can purchase a SIPF Festival Pass at $8. The SIPF Festival Pass will be given out
complimentary to ticket holders of any in-venue SIPF event. The online recitals are also available
to patrons who have a 12M Premium All-Access Pass to SSOLOUNGE.

For more information, visit www.pianofestival.com.sg.

SIPF 2023 Official Hotel

<END>

ABOUT THE SINGAPORE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Founded in 1979, the Singapore Symphony Orchestra (SSO) is Singapore’s flagship orchestra,
touching lives through classical music and providing the heartbeat of the cultural scene. In addition
to its subscription series concerts, the SSO is also known for its outdoor and community
appearances. The orchestra also presents intimate chamber performances in the VCHpresents
series, the annual Singapore International Piano Festival (SIPF) and the biennial National Piano and
Violin Competition (NPVC) at the Victoria Concert Hall, Home of the SSO. The SSO is part of the
Singapore Symphony Group, which also manages the Singapore Symphony Choruses, and the
Singapore National Youth Orchestra. The mission of the Group is to create memorable shared
experiences with music. Through the SSO and its affiliated performing groups, we spread the love
for music, nurture talent and enrich our diverse communities.

The Singapore Symphony Orchestra was nominated and clinched third place in the prestigious
Gramophone Orchestra of the Year Award 2021. In 2022, BBC Music Magazine named the SSO as
one of the 21 best orchestras in the world.

Visit Singapore Symphony Orchestra’s website and find out more HERE
Follow Singapore Symphony’s Orchestra Facebook Page HERE, Instagram HERE
and YouTube Page HERE

ABOUT SINGAPORE INTERNATIONAL PIANO FESTIVAL

The Singapore International Piano Festival (SIPF) was established in 1994, when solo piano recitals
were a rare event in the country. Now into its 29th edition, the festival has become a highlight of
the international music calendar and is today Asia’s premier piano festival.


http://www.pianofestival.com.sg/
https://www.sso.org.sg/
https://www.facebook.com/singaporesymphony
https://www.instagram.com/singaporesymphony
https://www.youtube.com/c/singaporesymphony
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SIPF takes the unique approach of presenting recitals by four different pianists over a series of
consecutive evenings. Past editions of the festival have featured the virtuosos Martha Argerich,
Nelson Freire, Yuja Wang, Stephen Kovacevich, Nikolai Demidenko, Pascal Rogé, Piotr
Anderszewski, Stephen Hough, Benjamin Grosvenor, Jean-Efflam Bavouzet, Lars Vogt and Angela
Hewitt, among others.

The festival is organised by Singapore Symphony Orchestra and the live concerts will take place at
the Victoria Concert Hall. The 2023 edition will be held from 3 to 11 June.

ABOUT SSOLOUNGE

Launched in September 2021, the SSO’s streaming platform SSOLOUNGE allows audiences to
watch live and pre-recorded masterworks of great composers, as well as premieres of classical
performances from the comfort of their own screens. From reliving the best of Mozart’s concertos
to revelling in the passages of lyrical grace from Romantic works, SSO fans and concertgoers can
enjoy access to a repository of digital premieres and archived concerts. SSOLOUNGE comes with
two subscription options: the 12M Premium All-Access Pass offers exclusive access to archived
concerts, as well as 3-month unlimited access for new releases, and the Single Access Pass which
allows the user to view one concert for 3 months.

Visit the SSOLOUNGE platform HERE
For media enquiries, please contact:

Michelle Yee

Account Manager

Red Havas

E: michelle.yee@havas.com
M: +65 9181 8529

Shannon Teo

Account Manager

Red Havas

E: shannon.teo@havas.com
M: +65 9049 2428

<Full list and details of the 29*" edition of the Singapore International Piano Festival can be found in
the Appendix below>


https://lounge.sso.org.sg/
mailto:michelle.yee@havas.com
mailto:shannon.teo@havas.com
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APPENDIX
Singapore International Piano Festival: Leon McCawley in Recital
Saturday, 3 June 2023, 8pm
Online @ SSOLOUNGE
NGARPUR |
\ NATION A
Z »i ] Y )
ONLINE =
A A
» A .

Praised for his unfailingly communicative pianism, leading British pianist Leon McCawley presents
an evening of piano poetry featuring the irresistible gems of Austrian piano tradition.

An exclusive SSOLOUNGE release filmed in June 2022.

Concert Title: Singapore International Piano Festival: Leon McCawley in Recital
Date & Time: From Saturday, 3 June 2023, 8pm

Platform: lounge.sso.org.sg/

Performer: Leon McCawley, piano

Programme: HAYDN Variations in F minor Hob. XVII:6

MOZART Sonata No. 15 in F major, K. 533/K. 494

SCHUBERT Sonata No. 21 in B-flat major, D. 960
Tickets: SIPF Festival Pass: $8

12M Premium All-Access Pass: $30

Available from 30 March on lounge.sso.org.sg/
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http://lounge.sso.org.sg/
http://lounge.sso.org.sg/

Prize-winner of 13 international awards, including nine first prizes and five-time winner in
international Chopin competitions across the world, Berlin-based pianist Shaun Choo has been
called the most talented and gifted Singaporean pianist of his generation. “His smile is enough to
light up Carnegie Hall without electricity.” Come witness this phenomenal artist in this recital of
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Singapore International Piano Festival: Shaun Choo in Recital

Sunday, 4 June 2023, 8pm
Online @ SSOLOUNGE

ONLINE
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classics concluding with his own Tango.

An exclusive SSOLOUNGE release filmed in June 2022.

Concert Title:
Date & Time:
Platform:
Performer:

Programme:

Tickets:

Singapore International Piano Festival: Shaun Choo in Recital
From Sunday, 4 June 2023, 8pm

lounge.sso.org.sg/

Shaun Choo, piano

BEETHOVEN Sonata No. 23 in F minor, Op. 57 “Appassionata”
CHOPIN Ballade No. 4 in F minor, Op. 52

J.S. BACH & FERRUCCIO BUSONI Chaconne in D minor
SCHUBERT Auf dem Wasser zu Singen, S.558, No. 2
SCHUBERT Die Forelle, S.564 “The Trout”

SCHUBERT Aufenthalt from Schwanengesang, S.560/3 (arr. Liszt)
FRITZ KREISLER Liebesleid (arr. Rachmaninoff)

STRAUSS On the Beautiful Blue Danube (arr. Schultz-Evler)
SHAUN CHOO Tango

SIPF Festival Pass: $8

12M Premium All-Access Pass: $30

Available from 30 March on lounge.sso.org.sg/



mailto:https://lounge.sso.org.sg/
http://lounge.sso.org.sg/
http://lounge.sso.org.sg/
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Singapore International Piano Festival: Nelson Goerner in Recital
Thursday, 8 June 2023, 7.30pm
Victoria Concert Hall
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One of the world's foremost classical pianists, Nelson Goerner has been praised across the globe
for his performances of the highest art and poetry, possessing exhilarating and masterful
conviction. As a leading pianist-ambassador of Polish musical culture, his close association with
Chopin will be on show at this recital of the four ground-breaking Ballades. Liszt’s powerful B minor
Sonata, a monumentally unbroken stretch of music spanning 30 minutes, has been the subject of
intense study and interpretation for generations — Goerner's rendition is sure to enlighten.

Concert Title: Singapore International Piano Festival: Nelson Goerner in Recital
Date & Time: Thursday, 8 June 2023, 7.30pm

Venue: Victoria Concert Hall

Performer: Nelson Goerner, piano

Programme: CHOPIN Ballade No. 1in G minor, Op. 23

CHOPIN Ballade No. 2 in F major, Op. 38
CHOPIN Ballade No. 3 in A flat major, Op. 47
CHOPIN Ballade No. 4 in F minor, Op. 52
LISZT Sonata in B minor, S.178
Tickets: $68, $58, $40, $30, $20
Available from 30 March on www.pianofestival.com.sg



http://www.pianofestival.com.sg/
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Singapore International Piano Festival: Masterclass by Jonathan Biss
Friday, 9 June 2023, 3.30pm
Victoria Concert Hall Dance Studio

Besides recitals and performances with orchestras around the world, Jonathan Biss is a multi-
award-winning pianist, Co-Artistic Director alongside Mitsuko Uchida at the Marlboro Music
Festival and an accomplished writer, educator and piano faculty at the New England Conservatory.
He recently led a massive open online course (MOOC) via Coursera, reaching an international
audience of over 150,000. Biss writes extensively on his repertoire and has authored four audio-
and e-books, including UNQUIET: My Life with Beethoven (2020).

Masterclass Title: Singapore International Piano Festival: Masterclass by Jonathan Biss
Speaker: Jonathan Biss

Date & Time: Friday, 9 June 2023, 3.30pm

Venue: Victoria Concert Hall Dance Studio

Tickets: $20

Available from 30 March on www.pianofestival.com.sg



http://www.pianofestival.com.sg/

SINGAPORE
SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA

Singapore International Piano Festival: Tengku Irfan in Recital

Friday, 9 June 2023, 7.30pm
Victoria Concert Hall
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Pianist, composer and conductor, Malaysian-born Tengku Irfan has impressed audiences the world
over, with his “sheer incisiveness and power” (New York Times), and “mature outlook well beyond
his years” (Straits Times). In his Singapore International Piano Festival debut, he presents a
programme as compelling as it is fascinating: from Beethoven’s lesser-known Sonata No. 22 to
masterworks by Fauré and Schumann, and two startling conclusions to each half — a miniature
based on a 4™ century prayer by Singaporean composer Koh Cheng Jin and Villa-Lobos'
Rudepoéma, a tonal portrait of Artur Rubenstein unironically described as “Le Sacre du Printemps
meets the Brazilian jungle”.

Concert Title: Singapore International Piano Festival: Tengku Irfan in Recital
Date & Time: Friday, 9 June 2023, 7.30pm

Venue: Victoria Concert Hall

Performer: Tengku Irfan, piano

Programme: BEETHOVEN Sonata No. 22 in F major, Op. 54

FAURE Théme et variations, Op. 73
KOH CHENG JIN Tota pulchra es
SCHUMANN Fantasie in C, Op. 17
VILLA-LOBOS Rudepoéma
Tickets: $68, $58, $40, $30, $20
Available from 30 March on www.pianofestival.com.sg
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Singapore International Piano Festival: Masterclass by Tengku Irfan
Saturday, 10 June 2023, 1pm
Victoria Concert Hall Dance Studio

Winner of three ASCAP Morton Gould Awards, the Charlotte Bergen Award and the Julliard School
Kovner Fellowship Award, Malaysian pianist-conductor-composer Tengku Irfan has performed
with orchestras worldwide under such conductors as Claus Peter Flor, Neeme Jarvi, Kristjan Jarvi,
David Robertson, Robert Spano, Osmo Vdnska, George Stelluto, Jeffrey Milarsky, among others.

Masterclass Title: Singapore International Piano Festival: Masterclass by Tengku Irfan

Speaker:
Date & Time:
Venue:
Tickets:

Tengku Irfan

Saturday, 10 June 2023, 1pm

Victoria Concert Hall Dance Studio

$20

Available from 30 March on www.pianofestival.com.sg
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Singapore International Piano Festival: Talk by Pierre-Laurent Aimard
Saturday, 10 June 2023, 5pm
Victoria Concert Hall Dance Studio
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Pierre-Laurent Aimard's close collaborations with many leading composers of the 20" and 21
century and unparalleled interpretations of their music are celebrated widely in concerts,
recordings and his extraordinary masterclasses. Don’t miss this illuminating session as the veteran
French pianist talks to SIPF Artistic Director Lim Yan about the intent behind his Sunday recital, and
about Gyorgy Ligeti, who considered Aimard the best interpreter of his music.

Talk Title: Singapore International Piano Festival: Talk by Pierre-Laurent Aimard
Speakers: Pierre-Laurent Aimard
Lim Yan, moderator
Date & Time: Saturday, 10 June 2023, 5pm
Venue: Victoria Concert Hall Dance Studio
Tickets: $20

Available from 30 March on www.pianofestival.com.sg
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Singapore International Piano Festival: Jonathan Biss in Recital
Saturday, 10 June 2023, 7.30pm
Victoria Concert Hall
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The award-winning American pianist Jonathan Biss presents a programme as intriguing as the tales
and circumstances behind each piece. From Schubert’s posthumously published D.935
Impromptus to Schumann’s pre-asylum “Ghost Variations”, we then hear the fragmentary diary
musings of Kurtag, evocatively framed by Mozart’s Rondo in A minor and Beethoven’s penultimate
sonata, both music of deep, pensive introspection.

Concert Title: Singapore International Piano Festival: Jonathan Biss in Recital
Date & Time: Saturday, 10 June 2023, 7.30pm

Venue: Victoria Concert Hall

Performer: Jonathan Biss, piano

Programme: SCHUBERT Four Impromptus, D.935, Op. 142

SCHUMANN Theme and Variations in E flat, WoO 24 "Geistervariationen”
(“Ghost Variations””)
MOZART Rondo in A minor, K. 511
KURTAG Selections from Jdtékok “Games”
BEETHOVEN Sonata No. 31in A-flat Major, Op. 110
Tickets: $68, $58, $40, $30, $20
Available from 30 March on www.pianofestival.com.sg
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Singapore International Piano Festival: Pierre-Laurent Aimard in Recital

Sunday, 11 June 2023, 7.30pm
Victoria Concert Hall

SINGAPORE 2
INTERNATIONAL
PIANO FESTIVAL

’TH

ASIAS PIERRE-LAURENT

PIANO AIMARD IN RECITAL

FESTIVAL (/“ , 11 JUN

“A brilliant musician and an extraordinary visionary” (Wall Street Journal), the esteemed French
master pianist Pierre-Laurent Aimard is known for his innovatively curated programmes and his
uniquely significant insights into piano repertoire from every age. As champion and favourite
interpreter of Ligeti himself, Aimard’s performances of the Austrian-Hungarian composer’s music
is an occasion not to be missed — and doubly so with this selection of six of his fascinating Etudes
with the magical and revolutionary examples by Debussy and Chopin.

Concert Title: Singapore International Piano Festival: Pierre-Laurent Aimard in Recital
Date & Time: Sunday, 11 June 2023, 7.30pm

Venue: Victoria Concert Hall

Performer: Pierre-Laurent Aimard, piano

Programme: LIGETI Musica ricercata

BEETHOVEN Bagatelle, Op. 119
BEETHOVEN Bagatelle, Op. 33
DEBUSSY Etudes (No.3, No.7, No.11)
CHOPIN Etudes Op. 25 (No. 2, No. 8, No.11)
LIGETI Etudes (Galamb Borong, Fém, Automne & Varsovie, Cordes a vide,
Fanfares, L’escalier du diable)
Tickets: $68, $58, $40, $30, $20
Available from 30 March on www.pianofestival.com.sg
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